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of all this proceeding, and told him if he thought it worth soliciting any more there was no way to gain my lord duke but to get the King to continue his titles (in case he died without sons of his own) to my Lord Feversham and his heirs by the Lady Margaret, and to change his name for Cavendish ; for he had, I found, a desire to preserve the names and titles of his family. But how far this might operate after such a ferment was very hard to tell.
October 22. I had letters from the Duchess of Newcastle, wherein she complained of the continuance of my lord duke's severities to herself and daughters, that she asked leave to go to London, that he had granted it for herself (for upon some warm discourse that passed between he bade her begone out of doors), but that she would not leave her daughters behind her. She gave me an account of several other unhappy circumstances of that family, and owned very particularly the obligation she had to me. I had one from the lord of ".Fevershain in answer to mine to this purpose, that the surprise was as great to him as to me of my lord duke's proceeding, that he was ever auspicious that he was not heartily for the match, but that which I had written to him was beyond imagination and so extraordinary it wan the best for him to say nothing, but to thank me for all my trouble. The truth is he gave me more expressions of kindness than it Is fit for me to own for this abortive work. lie said that the duke for the future should be very quiet for him ; but he was extremely concerned for the duchess and my Lady Margaret, but he hoped they would have more peace when he desisted. He sent also a letter enclosed to me for the duchess, wherein he acknowledged the obligations he had to her grace, &c..
I had a letter from the Marquis of Halifax by the same post upon the name subject of Welbeck (as he had assisted to it underhand all along), one expression of it was this, that my behaviour had been so clear and free from the